
 

 

 

 

 

Karolinska Institutet är ett av Europas ledande medicinska universitet. Genom utbildning, forskning och information bidrar 

Karolinska Institutet till att förbättra människors hälsa. Det är också Karolinska Institutet som årligen utser pristagaren av 

Nobelpriset i fysiologi eller medicin. För mer information besök hemsidan ki.se 

 

P R E S S  R E L E A S E ,  F e b r u a r y  1 9 ,  2 0 0 8  

 

LifeGene – a national study of global importance 
 

Karolinska Institutet has received from the Torsten and Ragnar Söderberg founda-

tions and AFA Försäkring a total of up to 95 million Swedish crowns (15 MUSD) for 

LifeGene, a national study initiated by the Karolinska Institutet. 

 
Infections, asthma, allergies, inflammatory diseases, mental diseases and muscu-
loskeletal disorders are some of our most common medical problems. They are also the 
most costly for society, often develop early in life, and contribute considerably to the 
amount of leave taken from work or studies. There are also associations between these 
diseases and serious conditions that occur later in life, such as diabetes, cardiovascular 
diseases, stroke, cancer and dementia.  
 

Paradoxically enough, our understanding of these diseases with a relatively early onset is 

extremely limited. We know that our predisposition for developing them is a product of our 

genes, environments and lifestyles, yet we do not know how these factors interact. The 

data we have are not enough for us to understand the underlying mechanisms, leaving us 

unable to develop effective prevention. 
 

The LifeGene study, which was initiated by Karolinska Institutet, is a national collabora-

tive project designed to build up a resource for research in all medical disciplines, ena-

bling new and groundbreaking research on the relationships among heredity, environ-

ment and lifestyle. The study, which is unique in the world, will include studying half a 

million Swedes with the aim of creating new tools to prevent, diagnose and treat our most 

common diseases. 

 

– Since LifeGene focuses on diseases that strike mid-life, we believe that this study will 

help not only to relieve human suffering, but also to reduce the amount of sick leave that 

they cause, says Torgny Wännström, president of AFA Försäkring. The fact that Life-

Gene is a national collaborative project has been important to us in our decision to make 

our donation. It is a study that will benefit all our interests. 

 

– The Torsten and Ragnar Söderberg Foundations have a long-standing relation to 

Swedish medical research and Karolinska Institutet,” says Edvard Söderberg, director of 

the foundations. We therefore find it gratifying to make a donation, the largest in the his-

tory of our foundations, to a project that so clearly builds on the aggregated knowledge of 

medical science. 

 

 

For further information about LifeGene: 

 

ki.se/donations 

 

www.lifegene.se 
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Contacts:   

Professor Nancy Pedersen, Director 

Tel: +46 (0)8-524 874 18 

Email: nancy.pedersen@ki.se 

 

Professor Jan-Eric Litton, Co-Director 

Tel: +46 (0)708-36 68 10 

Email: jan-eric.litton@ki.se 

 

Louise Jarn Melander, Communications  

Tel: +46 (0)70-607 60 30 

Email: louise@melanderpartners.se   

 

 

About the donors: 

 

AFA Försäkring (donation to LifeGene: up to SEK 50 million, the donation is divided 

over five years after annual reporting) administrates contract insurance, decided through 

collective agreements between labour market parties. The insurances provide support in 

the event of sickness, redundancy, death and occupational injury. Over three million peo-

ple are covered by at least one of these insurances. AFA Försärking also supports re-

search and projects designed to improve the work environment. The company is owned 

by the Confederation of Swedish Enterprise, the Swedish Trade Union Confederation and 

PTK. The local government sector has also commissioned AFA Försäkring to handle 

certain contract agreements. 

See also: www.afaforsakring.se/ 

 

For further information about AFA Försäkring, contact: 

Hans Augustson, AFA Försäkring 

Tel: +46 (0)708-93 95 95 

Email: hans.augustson@afaforsakring.se 

 
 
The Torsten and Ragnar Söderberg foundations (donation to LifeGene: SEK 45 mil-
lion) were formed in 1960. In 2007, the foundations donated SEK 202 million to scientific 
and other related purposes. Their aim is to promote scientific research and teaching of 
nationally valuable significance, focusing mainly on the economics, medical and legal 
fields. See also: www.soderbergs-stiftelse.se   

 

For further information on the Torsten and Ragnar Söderberg foundations, contact:  

Foundations director Edvard Söderberg 

Tel: +46 (0)8 -661 52 11 

 


